DATE


Honorable Judy Chu

California State Assembly

State Capitol

Room 2114

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 319-2149

Re: Support AB 2428
Dear Assembly Member Chu:
On behalf of ***************, I am writing to express support for AB 2428, which will protect the California public from hate crimes. ***DESCRIPTION  of ORG***.

Social science research suggests that hate crime perpetrators have the potential to repeatedly victimize in the future if protections are not put in place and the perpetrator is not rehabilitated.  AB 2428 seeks to address both problems.

AB 2428 would strengthen protections for victims of hate crimes by requiring courts, absent any compelling reason, to issue a protective order upon the release of a hate crime perpetrator on parole, probation, or through a conditional release program.  AB 2428 also enhances California’s ability to rehabilitate people who have committed hate crimes through appropriate sensitivity counseling or training. While the courts currently have the authority to order sensitivity training or counseling in the probation context, AB 2428 extends their authority to the parole and conditional release contexts.
AB 2428, also know as “Kenny’s Law”, is named after Kenneth Chiu, a 17 year-old Taiwanese American high school student who was brutally murdered by Christopher Hearn, an avowed white supremacist, on July 30, 2001.  After stabbing Chiu over 25 times with a large knife, Hearn demonstrated no remorse for the murder and expressed hatred for Asians and other minorities.  Hearn declared, “I just left, you know, proud that I acted like a Marine, like a KKK person.”  Hearn had previously scrawled “CHINK” on the Chiu family car and was found to have extensive Nazi materials and paraphernalia in his home.  The court found Hearn to have committed first-degree murder with the special enhancements for lying in wait and hate animus.  However, the court ultimately also found that Hearn was not guilty by reason of insanity.  Kenny’s Law was designed to provide more protection to families like the Chius from ever having to suffer from another hate attack.

We urge you to support AB 2428 to increase the protection for hate crime victims and their families.

Sincerely,
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