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“KENNY’S LAW”: PROTECTING HATE CRIMES VICTIMS

SUPPORT AB 2428 


Introduced by Assembly member Judy Chu.


Co-sponsored by Asian Pacific American Legal Center and Chinese for Affirmative Action





Background





“Kenny’s Law” is named after Kenneth Chiu, a 17-year-old Taiwanese American high school student who was brutally murdered by his neighbor, Christopher Hearn, an avowed white supremacist on July 30, 2001.  After stabbing Chiu over 25 times with a large knife, Hearn demonstrated no remorse for the murder and expressed hatred for Asians and other minorities.  While Christopher Hearn was found guilty of first-degree murder with the special enhancements for lying in wait and hate animus, the court also rendered a final verdict that Hearn was not guilty by reason of insanity.





Hate crime perpetrators may face probation, prison time (if found guilty), or commitment in a mental institution (if found not guilty by reason of insanity).  Current law provides courts with some tools for redress and rehabilitation in the probation context, but not in the other two contexts. 





Policy Implications





Social science research suggests that there is the potential for future repeated victimization if protections are not put in place and the perpetrator is not rehabilitated.  AB 2428 seeks to address both problems.





This bill, authored by Assembly member Judy Chu, would strengthen protections for victims of hate crimes by requiring courts, absent any compelling reasons, to issue a protective order when a hate crime perpetrator is released on probation, parole or conditional release from a state hospital.  AB 2428, “Kenny’s Law” will also enhance California’s ability to rehabilitate people who have committed hate crimes by allowing courts to option to send hate crime perpetrators to appropriate sensitivity counseling or training.  
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Please join us in supporting “Kenny’s Law”.





Please complete this form and return it to Rosaline Chan by fax to (916) 319-2149 or email your support to � HYPERLINK mailto:rosaline.chan@asm.ca.gov ��rosaline.chan@asm.ca.gov�.   For more information, please call Rosaline Chan at (916) 319-2049.  








